INTRODUCING KIDS TO A
NEW PET « « « « « 1

X SERVICE LEANRING FOR
EVERYONE «««« 2

X HOow TO GET IN-

VOLVED « € « « « 2

Kokomo Humane Society Mission

Improving the lives of and preventing
cruelty to domestic and companion
animals through humane education,
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shelter, and uniting pets with families.
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www.humaneeducation.org

A New Pet Guide

Being a humane educator, | get
just as many questions from
adults as | do children. Many
parents and teachers are just as
unaware when it comes to pet
behavior. A frequent question is
about introducing a new pet into
the home. This can be a challe-
neging time for any pet and hu-
man alike. Dogs especially are
still very rooted in their pack ani-
mal instinct, and this will affect
many of their behaviors. When a
pet is new to a home, the stress
levels will increase exponen-
tially. Here are some tips to help
ease this transition. Keep the pet
secluded for the first few days to

to allow them to acclimate them-
selves to their surroundings. Al-
low them to explore while the
kids are away, making sure they
are supervised. Slowly socializ-
ing your new pet is the key to
their adjustment. Never allow
your child to chase, hit, or even
stare at a dog, and encourage
them to only pet the animal
when the animal wants to be
petted. Teaching kids about the
responsibility of animal care will
encourage respect between
them. Here at the Humane Soci-
ety we have a plethora of re-
sources available, from books to
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Once socialized properly, your new pet
will become part of the family.
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Most people think that dogs sweat by salivating, but they actually
sweat through the pads of their feet.

Only 80% of cats respond to catnip; 20% don't have the specific gene
that causes them to react.

In the United Kingdom, it's illegal to crop a dog's ears.
Nearly 30% of a cat's life is spent grooming itself.
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